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ew poultry flooring

VIHOME LLC and re-
searchers from the Uni-
versity of Maryland-East-
ern Shore have conducted
successful trials on a new type of
flooring for poultry houses de-
veloped by Salisbury, Md.-based
AviHome that reduces ammonia
emissions and promotes faster-

Key Points

M Flooring allows bedding to

dry underneath chickens.
M Preventing basic pH from
developing works to limit

ammonia.

growing chickens.

Ammonia accounts for one-third
of the nitrogen that ends up in the
Chesapeake Bay, the announce-
ment said, citing a report from the
Environmental Protection Agency.

The company noted that chick-
en house floors are typically cov-
ered with litter (wood shavings

and sawdust), which serves as
bedding and absorbs moisture
spilled from the waterlines and/or
excreted through the birds. When
the level of moisture is not man-
aged properly, it is conducive to
the bacterial and chemical reac-
tion that produces ammonia.
AviHome engineers designed a
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What does the Safe Feed/Safe Food
Certification Program stand for?

*  Reducing risks

+  Tracking and tracing products

I ﬁ +  Protecting hard-won brand value

Lowering product-liability
AMERICAN FEED INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION

These facilities demonstrate their
commitment to safety and quality

each and every day, adhering to
comprehensive standards of excellence
that go beyond existing regulations.

insurance rates
Decreasing waste, shrink and
customer complaints

Employees of Safe Feed/Safe Food-
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cuts ammonia emissions

patent-pending plenum flooring
system with tiny holes in it that
allows the bedding to dry under-
neath the chickens, eliminating
the need for litter and reducing
ammonia emissions.

Through several trials con-
ducted by University of Maryland-
Eastern Shore associate professor

and leadership. They know getting ahead

Jeannine M. Harter-Dennis, am-
monia emissions were not just re-
duced but virtually eliminated.
Using more than 33,000 chick-
ens, the trials found that the am-
monia-producing bacteria need a
basic (alkaline) pH to thrive, and
the plenum flooring prevented the
pH from ever going above seven

If your business involves livestock feed

(neutral pH), which prevented the
production of ammonia.

The chickens also grew 5-20%
faster and were heavier, AviHome
said.

The AviHome flooring is com-
prised of 18 in. x 18 in. interlock-
ing squares made from injection-
molded plastic. These squares

have engineered holes that allow
moisture in the manure to be wick-
ed away from the bottom. The
squares are mounted on top of a
mat of cone pegs. When locked
together, the gap created between
the two pieces allows moisture to
travel through the floor and ex-
haust, keeping conditions drier. B

Endorsed by‘
the National
Pork Board’s
Pork Safety
Committee
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You do not have to be a member of

of the curve today means being in a
position to succeed tomorrow.

or pet food, learn more about the Safe
Feed/Safe Food Certification Program,
the American Feed Industry Association’s
voluntary initiative to certify the best feed-
and ingredient-producing facilities and
promote safety and awareness.

AFIA, the world’s largest organization
representing the total feed industry, to become
a Safe Feed/Safe Food-certified facility.
Healthy, productive animals mean a safe,
sound food supply. And it starts with our
responsibility, our promise to provide the best
feed for dairy and beef cattle, swine, horses,
poultry, fish and companion animals.

Contact AFIA at

(703) 524-0810 or visit us at
www.safefeedsafefood.org
to learn more.




